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of district board finances is derived from the local rate, apart from the government grant ?—Over 50 per cent, of district board income consists of government grant.
 141.	Yes ;   and the rest ?—I should think about
70 per cent, of the balance is derived from local
rates, possibly more.
 142.	Is it or is it not the fact that the present re*
sources of district boards are practically fully com
mitted to the maintenance of existing services ?—
Yes.
 143.	Do   the   non-landowning   classes   contribute
anything towards the-cost of district boards ?—They
pay school   fees,   presumably,   if  they   send   their
children to school ;  and to the extent to which they
are owners of land they pay local rates.
 144.	In the matter of imposing fresh taxes within
their jurisdiction, the powers of district boards are
strictly limited ?—They  cannot impose  any  taxes
without the consent of Government.
 145.	Do the taxes cover a very wide range ?—They
are in the Scheduled Taxes Rules.    There is a very
considerable range.
146. Rai Sahib Chaudhri Chhotu Ram : One of the taxes which was imposed by certain district boards in this province was declared illegal by Government ? —Yes, only on account of it having been imposed without the sanction of the Governor-General; and I might explain, as the matter is referred to in paragraph 59 of the Punjab Government memorandum,* that the Government of India have now intimated that they are prepared to sanction proposals for this haisiyat tax with slight modifications in accordance with the letter which is reproduced in Appendix C.
 147.	May I draw your attention to the fact that
at least one district board has shown its readiness to
impose a tax for improving local breeds of cattle ?—
Yes, but in order to carry through the proposals of
this district board it would have been necessary to
amend the District Boards Act.
 148.	The Chairman :   Then they were not asking
for the leave of Government, because that would be
asking Government to give leave to do an illegal
thing.    They were really suggesting that the  law
should be amended ?—Yes, and a Bill was actually
drafted for the purpose.    The position is that no
minister could be found to introduce the necessary
legislation.

 149.	Rai Sahib Chaudhri Chhotu Ram :   Since the
introduction of -the Reforms you have insisted on
getting a better type of man for your nominated
members,  and you have issued instructions ?—In
structions have been issued.    Whether the result is
any better or not, I cannot say.
 150.	But so far as you are concerned, you have
issued instructions ?—The ministry has done its best
to secure a better type of man.
151.	In the case of registrars also you insist that
a man of better education should be recommended
is that nobody who is an illiterate should be recommended.
 152.	There used to be some registrars who did not
know the English figures ?—Who  could only just
sign their names, and no more.
 153.	Chaudhri Zafrullah
has been called to the fad
boards there is no Hindu	
the Conference whether it is a fact
 imposed only upon ownership of  land.—The  loca rate is imposed on land only.
 155.	Because at one time you used to have taxes
on non-agricultural land.    At present this local rate
is a tax on landowners alone ?—That is so.
 156.	Has it happened in local bodies  (and I am
not confining my question to district boards alone)
that non-Muhammadans have occasionally insisted
upon having separate representation ?—I certainly
think that in some of the places where communal
representation exists it was requested by non-Muslim
bodies.
 157.	It was suggested to you by Dr. Narang that1
in some of the district boards the Muhammadans
have got a larger number of seats than (I think it was)
their   population   justified.    Will   you   inform   the
Conference whether that is so in many cases with
the Sikhs also ?—It is stated clearly in paragraph
14 on page 142* that Sikhs have secured 186 seats
as    against    141    to    which    they    were    entitled
according to the formula of population and voting
strength.

 158.	Do   not   you   think   that   the   non-Muham
madans—which practically means the Hindus under
the present classification—might have had slightly
better representation on the district boards if they
had cared for it—that to a certain extent their lesser
representation is due to their indifference to obtain
ing seats on the district boards as compared with
the   municipalities ?—No,   I   do   not   think   that
is so.
 159.	In a considerable number of municipalities,
is it not a fact that the number of Muslim com
missioners   does   not   nearly   correspond   to   their
population   strength   within   the   limits   of   those
municipalities ?—In places where there are not com
munal electorates ?	""*"

 160.	Yes,    in    places    where    there    are    joint
electorates ?—There may be some cases.    I doubt if
there are very many.
 161.	In Rawalpindi I understand that there is at
present a system of joint electorates,  although an
attempt has been made to arrange wards in such a
manner that in certain wards Muhammadan elec
torates should preponderate.    Is it the fact that in
spite of that arrangement the number of Muslim
members  returned  to   that constituency  does  not
correspond with their population ?—I cannot possibly
say.    No elections have taken place since the new
arrangements were made or rather proposed.
 162.	Is the arrangement proposed in consequence
of the fact that it was felt that the Muhammadan
population	The arrangement was made in con
sequence of certain allegations, which I am not sure
have not now turned out to be entirely unfounded,
because owing to the enormous number  of  bogus
voters of all communities who were imported on to
the electoral roll in Rawalpindi it is really impossible
to say what the actual representation of the different
communities ought to be.

 163.	Is it a fact that organised attempts are made
when electoral rules with regard to municipalities
are being prepared to regulate the representation of
different communities to show their strength on the
electoral roll • as greater than it really is in order to
obtain a longer measure of representation ?—I have
heard allegations of that sort made.
 164.	Mr. Owen Roberts : In section D, chapter VII,
paragraph 10,* you review the history of communal
representation, and it would appear from that that
the earliest reservation of seats for a minority that
 
154. With regard to the local rate   I thi^v +**
  
communa
specially reserved for them.    Apart from this," it continues, " the ea
 
* Vol. X

